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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



1. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 



view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4/6/04 has been entered. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



1. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Patent No. 
5,734,909 by Bennett. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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In claim 1, Bennett teaches about a computer-implemented method for a client (Fig 2, 
102) to obtain access to data under control of a server (Fig 2, 158a), the method comprising 
(Fig 2): 

calling by a client object (application on client that needs the data) of a request lock 
method of a server object "processor 120" requesting access to the data (Col 7, lines 50-65); 

determining by the server object "processor 120" whether to grant access to the data, 
wherein determining comprises (Col 7, lines 50-65), 

assessing whether an additional client "client 102" has current access to the data (Col 1, 
lines 35-65) (Col 7, lines 50-65), 

if the additional client has current access, identifying the access as exclusive or non- 
exclusive "share" (Col 1, lines 35-65), 

deciding to grant access if the additional client access is non-exclusive "share" (Col 1, 
lines 35-65); and 

when the server object decides to grant the access to the client object, calling by the 
server object a lock granted method of the client object (Col 7, lines 50-65), 

such that the access by the client object is released when the client object returns the lock 
granted method (Col 8, lines 10-20). 

In claim 2, Bennett teaches about a method of claim 1, further comprising, prior to calling 
by the server object of the lock granted method of the client object, deciding by the server object 
, to grant the access to the client object (Col 7, lines 50-65). (A decision is made as to the 
availability of the lock prior to issuing the lock to the client) 



Application/Control Number: 09/557,740 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2144 

In claim 3, Bennett teaches about a method of claim 1, further comprising returning by 
the client object of the lock granted "unlock" method, such that the access by the client object is 
released (Col 8, lines 10-20). (Client 102 releases lock so that Client 104 can use it). 

In claim 4, Bennett teaches about a method of claim 1 , wherein the access 
requested by the client object is one of read-only access "share" and read-and-write access (Col 
1, lines 35-65). (To change a data file by a client under exclusive access, the content of the file 
has to be known (read) before it can be written to which is a read-and write access). 

In claim 5, Bennett teaches about a machine-readable medium having instructions stored 
thereon for execution (Fig 3, 154b) by a server object, (Fig 3, 106), governing access to perform 
a method comprising (Fig 3): 

receiving a call from a client object (application running on client 102 that needs the 
data) of a request lock method of the server object "processor 120" requesting the access to data 
controlled by the server object (Col 7, lines 50-65); 

determining to grant the access to the client object, wherein determining comprises (Col 
7, lines 50-65) 

assessing whether an additional client has current access to the data (Col 7, lines 50-65), 
if the additional client has current access, identifying the access as exclusive or non- 
exclusive (Col 1, lines 35-65), 

deciding to grant access if the additional client access is non-exclusive "share" (Col 1, 
lines 35-65) (Col 7, lines 50-65); and, 

upon determining to grant the access to the client object, calling a lock granted method of 
the client object (Col 7, lines 50-65), 
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such that the access by the client object is released when the client object returns the lock 
granted method (Col 8, lines 10-20) (Client 102 releases lock so that Client 104 can use it). 

In claim 6, Bennett teaches about a medium of claim 5, wherein the access requested by 
the client object is one of read-only access "share" and read-and- write access (Col 1, lines 35-65) 
(To change a data file by a client under exclusive access, the content of the file has to be known 
(read) before it can be written to which is a read-and write access). 

In claim 7, Jeffords teaches about a machine-readable medium (Fig 3,102) having 
instructions stored thereon for execution by a client object (Fig 3,102) desiring access governed 
by a server object "processor 120" to perform a method comprising (Fig 3) (Col 7, lines 50-65): 

calling a request lock method of the server object , "processor 120", requesting the access 
(Col 7, lines 50-65); 

receiving a call from the server object to a lock granted method of the client object 
granting the access if access is available (Col 7, lines 50-65), wherein access is available if any 
current access is non-exclusive "share" (Col 1, lines 35-65); and; 

returning the lock granted method to the server object such that the access is released 
(Col 8, lines 10-20) (Client 102 releases lock so that Client 104 can use it). 

In claim 8, Jeffords teaches about a medium of claim 7, the method further comprising 
returning by the client object of the lock granted method, such that the access by the client object 
is released (Col 8, lines 10-20). 

In claim 9 Jeffords teaches about medium of claim 7, wherein the access requested by the 
client object is one of read-only access "share" and read-and-write access (Col 1, lines 35-65). 
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(To change a data file by a client under exclusive access, the content of the file has to be known 
(read) before it can be written to which is a read-and write access). 

In claim 10, Bennett teaches about a computerized system comprising (Fig 3): 

at least one client object (Fig 3,102), each client object having a lock granted method 
(protocol using locks to allow common access) (Col 8, lines 1-20); and, 

a server object "processor 120" governing access to data, the server object having a 
request lock method, wherein the request lock method of the server object determines access 
should be granted if any current client access is non-exclusive and if no current client access 
exists, (Col 1, lines 35-65) (Col 7, lines 50-65), 

such that a client object (applicant running on "Client 102") requests the access to the 
data by calling the request lock method of the server object "processor 120", and when the server 
object (Col 7, lines 50-65), decides to grant the access to the client object, the server object 
(Col 7, lines 50-65), calls the lock granted method of the client object, the access released by the 
client object when the client object returns the lock granted method "unlock" (Col 8, lines 10- 
20) (Client 102 releases lock so that Client 104 can use it). 

In claim 11, Bennett teaches about a system of claim 10, wherein the access requested by 
the client object is one of read-only access "share" and read-and-write access (Col 1, lines 35- 
65). (To change a data file by a client under exclusive access, the content of the file has to be 
known (read) before it can be written to which is a read-and write access). 

In claim 12, Bennett teaches about a computerized system comprising (Fig 2): 

at least one client object (Fig 2, 102), each client object having a client lock granted 
method (Col 8, lines 1-20); 
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a server object , "processor 122", governing access to data having a server request lock 
method (Col 7, lines 50-65); 

an object queue "Resource Lock Repository 108" to manage the access to the data 
governed by the server object (Col 8, lines 1-20), by having a proxy lock granted method "Lock 
Wait Object 109" and a proxy request lock method (Col 8, lines 1-20), (The Proxy feature is 
realized in the "Resource Lock Repository 108" acting on the behalf of client 104) 

such that a client object "Client 104" requests the access to the data by calling the proxy 
request lock "Lock Wait Object 109" method of the object queue "Resource Lock Repository 
108" (communication between Client 104 and Lock Wait Object that allowed the request to be 
queued) (Col 8, lines 1-20), the object queue then calling the server request lock method of the 
server object, the server object (process 122 is made aware that Client 104 is waiting access by 
Resource Lock Repository 108 )(Col 8, lines 10-20), then calling the proxy lock granted method 
of the object queue (control release from process 122) (Col 8, lines 5-15), and the object queue 
then calling the client lock granted method of the client object (Col 8, lines 15-25). 

In claim 13, Jeffords teaches about a system of claim 12, wherein the access is released 
by the client object when the client object returns the client lock granted method (Col 8, lines 10- 
20) (Client 104 will release lock similar to Client 102). 

In claim 14, Bennett teaches about a system of claim 12, wherein the access is released 
by the object queue "deletion of the "Lock Wait Object 109" then the object queue returns the 
proxy lock granted method (Col 8, lines 15-25). 

In claim 15 Bennett teaches about a system of claim 12, wherein the access 
requested by the client is one of read-only access "share" and read-and-write access (Col 1, lines 
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35-65). (To change a data file by a client under exclusive access, the content of the file has to be 
known (read) before it can be written to which is a read- and write access). 

In claim 16, Bennett teaches about a computer-implemented method comprising (Fig 4): 

calling by a client object of a proxy request lock "Lock Wait Object 109" method of an 
object queue "Resource Lock Repository 108" requesting client access to data ultimately 
managed via a server object "processor 122" (Col 8, lines 15-25); 

upon determining by the object queue that the object queue currently is not waiting 
for proxy access to the data, calling by the object queue of a server request lock method 
of the server object , requesting the proxy access (Col 8, lines 15-30); 

when the server object , decides to grant the access to the object queue, calling by the 
server object of a proxy lock granted method of the object queue (Col 8, lines 5-20); and, 

calling by the object queue of a client lock granted method of the client object (Col 8, 
lines 10-20). 

In claim 17, Bennett teaches about a method of claim 16, further comprising returning by 
the client object of the client lock granted method, such that the client access by the client object 
is released (Col 8, lines 10-20) (Client 104 will release lock similar to Client 102). 

In claim 18, Bennett teaches about a method of claim 17, further comprising upon 
determining by the object queue that the object queue is empty of client requests, returning by 
the object queue of the proxy lock granted method, such that the proxy access by the object 
queue is released (Col 8, lines 15-30). 



• 
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In claim 19 Bennett teaches about a method of claim 16, wherein the client access 
comprises one of read-only access "share" and read-and-write access (Col 1, lines 35-65). (To 
change a data file by a client under exclusive access, the content of the file has to be known 
(read) before it can be written to which is a read-and write access). 

In claim 20, Bennett teaches about a method of claim 16, wherein the proxy access 
consists of read-and-write access (Col 8, lines 1-20). (A read operation is required to assign job 
to processor 122 while a write is required to place a client on the wait list) 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US 5,566,302 by Khalidi et al, teaches about a method for executing operation call from 
client application using shared memory region and establishing shared memory region when the 
shared memory region does not exist. 

US 4,399,504 by Obermarck et al , teaches about a method and means for the sharing of 
data resources in a multiprocessing, multiprogramming environment. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael S. A. Delgado whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8057. The examiner can normally be reached on 7.30 AM - 5.30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM A CUCHLINSKI JR can be reached on (703)308-3873. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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